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plan can be produced for the region as a whole, balancing the
many factors systematically against each other.
An extremely difficult problem is presented by the decaying
mining communities, especially in the valleys of South Wales.
They are a typical case of a one-sided socio-economic structure ;
they need, therefore, some new elements. The difficulty is that
there is no land available for additional industrial or agricultural
enterprises. One solution might be, however, to evacuate a
portion of the population gradually and to bring in some other
occupational groups. But the best solution will be to thin out
these communities, thus creating more room and more security
for work for the remainder. The other portion of the population
could be transferred to the middle and north of Wales as part
of a long-term programme of redistribution of population and
industry. The Barlow Report deals exhaustively with the
problem of the Special and Depressed Areas: it recommends
among other solutions, under No. 311,
transference, with financial assistance in various forms, of unem-
ployed to more prosperous areas with new openings ; the creation
of Trading Estates and smaller industrial centres ; Land Settle-
ment ; [and] the location of factories required for the Government's
Defence Programme.
The Commissioners for the Special Areas stressed the necessity
of " the introduction of new light industries into the areas in
order to diversify and extend the opportunities of employment".
While it may be possible to apply all or several of these remedies
in some cases, it seems to be hardly feasible to make use of many
of them save the first recommendation in regard to already over-
crowded valleys, i.e. transference of part of the population.
Settlements of this kind cannot only be found in the Special
Areas but also in other parts of the country. The problem will
need a different and specific solution for every case; but it is
commonly known that the desolation by industrial, residential
and road development renders the land useless for agriculture
for long periods. Thus, the great query remains: what can
be done with the land which served such a purpose if and when
the population is to be evacuated to other parts ?
However, let us not forget that we do not " plan " man but
his environment.   The memorandum on Reconstruction in Wales
by E. G. Bowen shows the difficulties should the human factor >
be neglected.   Or let us quote Th* Sharp :
Occasionally well-intentioned suggestions are made that the mea
of aa area like South-West Durham should be given work on the
land, should be provided with allotment gardens, small poultry
farms and such-like, should be encouraged in handicrafts and kept